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uretliroscopc is described, and well illustrated. He has observed 
much benefit from the treatment of gonorrhoeal arthritis by means 
of passive hyperemia. On the whole, the volume, though com¬ 
pendious, presents an adequate account of the disease in question; 
and that it has been well received is evidenced by the appearance of 
a second edition only two years after the first. A. P. C. A. 


Aids to Osteology. By Philip Turner, B.Sc., M.B., M.S. 

(Lond.), F.R.C.S., Demonstrator of Anatomy, Guy's Hospital, 

London. Pp. 1S7. New York: William Wood & Co., 1908. 

In the compass of a volume small enough to be carried in the 
pocket the author has condensed a remarkably complete description 
of osteology, including form, surface markings, muscular attach¬ 
ments, and the centres of ossification No one can he an anatomist 
who is ignorant of osteology; and, unless well grounded in anatomy, 
the practitioner is rarely above the average as either physician or 
suigeon. The value of such works as render the acquisition of 
osteology easier for the student is therefore readily appreciated. 
The contents of the present volume are of course not original; the 
descriptions are borrowed mostly from Cunningham, Gray, and 
Quain. It is on this account, perhaps, hypercritical to blame the 
author for putting the appearance of the centres of ossification at 
such lnte dates. Recent investigations, especially by the aid of the 
Rontgen-rays, have certainly proved that these centres may be 
detected much earlier than was formerly thought to be the case. 
For instance, we have yet to see a skiagram of a child of the age of 
twelve months in which a centre for the capitellum of the humerus is 
not visible. Air. Turner states that this centre appears in the third 
year. In other respects the volume can be cordially commended to 
students. A. P. C. A. 


Electrical Treatment. By Wilfred Harris, M.D., F.R.C.P., 
Physician to Out-patients, Physician to the Department for 
Nervous Diseases, and Lecturer on Neurology, St. Mary's 
Hospital; Physician to Out-Patients, Hospital for Epilepsy and 
Paralysis, Maida Vale. Pp. 3S3; 24 illustrations. Chicago: 
W. T. Keener & Co., 1908. 

Too much praise cannot be given to this book. It has the dis¬ 
tinction of being written by a first class neurologist, and is not only 
a safe and sane exposition of the principles and treatment of nervous 
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diseases, but it also gives the principal diagnostic points and the 
method of treatment in each disease. The book is mainly concerned 
with treatment by galvanic and faradic electricity, and in this respect 
it is excellent and its precepts can be followed without question. 
The author pays very little attention to sinusoidal and high frequency 
currents and still less to Rontgen rays and static electricity. It 
is refreshing to read a work on electrical treatment which does not 
claim that every disease under the sun can be cured. So many books 
have been written recently by electrical specialists who claim that 
every ill to which the human being is heir can be cured by electricity, 
that electrical treatment of diseases has fallen into partial disre¬ 
pute and has undeservedly been classed with osteopathy and other 
similar cults. The fault lies in the fact that the men who treat by 
electrical methods take tor much for granted, and writers upon this 
subject assume an intimate knowledge of its many subdivisions, an 
impossible accomplishment. This book limits itself only to treat¬ 
ment of diseases of the nervous system. T. H. W. 


Text-book of Otology fob Physicians and Students. In 
thirty-two lectures. By Fr. Bezold, M.D., Professor of Otol¬ 
ogy in the University of Munich, and Fr. Siebenmann, M.D., 
Professor of Otology in the University of Basle. Translated by 
J. Hollingeb, M.D., of Chicago. Chicago: E. H. Colegrove 
& Co., 1908. 

We consider the title of this book a distinct misnomer. It would 
have been better to have entitled it "Clinical Lectures on Otology,” 
as this is entirely the form in which it is written. As might have 
been expected from the standing of its authors, the book contains 
much of great value, but as a systematic treatise it lacks entirely the 
characters necessary to adapt it for the use of the student or learner 
in otology. The greatest unevenness is shown in the treatment of 
the various topics, some being treated at length, and others only 
sketched. Thus, the sections which deal with the anatomy of the 
ear show a great lack of thoroughness, while those dealing with its 
physiology show almost excessive minuteness. The same charac¬ 
teristics prevail in the entire work, certain diseases of the ear being 
considered at great length, and others of equal importance slighted. 

To aurists the book will be of value, because they can extract 
from it much of original worth, and because the views expressed by 
its authors are, in many instances, of striking interest; but as a 
guide to the general practitioner and student, it cannot be so highly 
recommended. It is to be regretted that the translator followed so 
literally the German idioms. As expressed in English, there is a 

TOL, 137. no. 1.—JANUABT, 1909. 5 



